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Bonaventure   250  men Captain Fenner

Rainbow         250    "    Sir George Beeston

Hope             250    "    Captain Bostock

Nonpareil      250    c<

Dreadnought  200    "    Captain Martin Fro-

Swiftsure        180    "         bisher, Jr.

Foresight

Quittance        100    "    Captain Richard

Crane             100    <s         Hawkins

Moon

Merlin

It will be seen that Frobisher was given the flagship
of the disgraced Drake, the ship which was to win im-
mortal fame when Sir Richard Grenville fought, sin-
gle-handed, four squadrons of Spanish galleons off
Flores* She was a vessel of four hundred and forty
tons, ninety-two feet in length and thirty-two in beam*
with a molded depth of fifteen feet. She was so small
in comparison with the modern ships then building that
the fifteen-hundred-ton San Felipe, a three-decker, kept
her helpless merely by sailing up aweather of her and
so becalming her.
It is not to be supposed that Frobisher had anything
to do with these dispositions* Drake was gone home
to Plymouth under a cloud. It was Sir Martin's turn
to serve the Queen as Admiral* They sailed in May,
1590. And in September of the same year they re-
turned with nothing more spectacular than a few Dutch
ships bound for Spain which caused more legal trouble
than they were worth.
The expedition had been a failure. It is customary
to dismiss it with a shrug, blaming the Queen for re-
lieving Drake from active service and intrusting an im-